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The education sector in
the Middle East has
witnessed remarkable
growth over the past few
decades, a trajectory that
shows no signs of slowing
down.

As technology reshapes
the future of work, there is
a pressing need to upskill
and equip the workforce
of tomorrow.

In order to drive
sustainable & inclusive
growth, education and
vocational training are
fast evolving to align with
these new ways of
working.
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The numbers below highlight the robust expansion and
investment in the education sector across the Middle East.
It is driven by technological advancements, government
initiatives, and a growing demand for quality education.

The Middle East

EdTech market
/ was valued at $4.16

billion in 2022 to grow at a
CAGR of 13.89%, reaching |
approximately $11.5 bllllon |
by 2030

The Middle East
Education Market
projected to reach

$175 billion by 2027
growing at

a CAGR of 8.5%.
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The Middle East ont

E-Learning market

size was valued at

$13.60B
in 2022 and is

expected to reach
$35.76 billion by 2030
growing at
». aCAGR of 12.8%.

The Middle East
Executive Education
and Corporate
Training Market size is
projected to
reach $9.4 billion
by 2030 growing at a
CAGR of 9.5%
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A look at some of the priorities & focus areas across
the 2 key markets in the Middle East — UAE & KSA

Strategic Vision

Investmentin
Technology &
Innovation

Higher
Education
Trends

Early Childhood
Education

Private vs.
Public
Education

The National Strategy for Higher Education
2030 underscores the significance of
innovation, research, and workforce
alignment while promoting global leadership
and adherence to international standards.

EdTech leadership is making substantial
investments in Al, virtual learning platforms,
and digital classrooms. Innovative initiatives
are being implemented to incorporate
technology across all levels of education.

Attracting International Universities like
NYU Abu Dhabi that offer globally recognized
programs. A focus on fostering startups and
entrepreneurial skills.

Structured Initiatives with government
mandates to integrate pre-primary
education into the formal system.

Private Sector dominance with about 80% of
students attending private schools

Demand for international schools driven by
expatriate population

Vision 2030 is designed to foster a
knowledge-driven economy. It emphasizes
localization and workforce skills to prepare
citizens with the necessary expertise in
technology, artificial intelligence, and
renewable energy.

Digital Transformation exemplified by the
launch of platforms like "Madrasati". Al and
STEM focus to align with global trends.

Universities such as King Abdullah University
of Science and Technology are gaining
international acclaim, especially in
research.

Reforms have significantly increased
women's participation in higher education.

Efforts are being made to enhance early
childhood education, with recent policies
focused on expanding access and
improving quality.

Public Sector dominance with majority of
students attending public schools.
Localization Policies is encouraging private
operators to expand especially in higher
education and vocational training.
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A look at some of the challenges to
navigate on the Road to Progress:

Bridging the Digital Divide
is essential to ensure inclusivity
and equal opportunities for all
students

Need to empower teachers for
the Tech-driven Age
by equipping them with the skills
and knowledge to effectively
utilize technology and
.‘ implement new educational
approaches

Focus on attracting & retaining
quality teacher talent
to tackle shortage of teachers in
the region

Safeguarding Data Privacy and
Security
by building robust cybersecurity
measures and establishing clear
data governance policies to
protect student information.

V.

w

Prioritizing Mental Health and
Well-being
by creating supportive learning
environments, promoting
mindfulness practices, and
integrating mental health
awareness into curriculums.
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Key Trends shaping the Education Sector

in the Middle East

Trend1

Technology transforms
classrooms

Trend 3

Hybrid & Blended Learning
models gaining popularity

Trend 5

Early Childhood Education Takes

Center Stage
Trend 7

Focus on Sustainability and
Global Citizenship

Trend 2

Call for Personalized and
adaptive learning

Trend 4

Shift to Skill-Based and Lifelong
Learning

Trend 6

Nano learning trends to
tackle reduced attention
spans

Trend 8

Shift from STEM to STEAM
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Trend 1

Technology transforms classrooms

Technology is revolutionizing education through interactive whiteboards, virtual
reality, gamified learning, and coding classes. Large Language Models (LLMs) like
ChatGPT and Bard are transforming the sector by automating grading,
personalizing lessons, and enhancing information access. This evolution creates
engaging classrooms that prepare students for a tech-driven future, fostering
curiosity, creativity, and innovation.

These examples together illustrate how technology—from interactive hardware
and immersive VR to Al-driven personalization and innovative digital initiatives—
is reshaping modern classrooms in the region.

Mohammed bin Rashid Smart Learning Program
(VAE): Equips classrooms with interactive whiteboards
and digital tools, transforming traditional lessons into
engaging, tech-driven experiences.

' The Tatweer initiative in KSA by the
Ministry of Education is driving digital
transformation in classrooms,
including the adoption of interactive
display technologies. heDigitalSchool.org

.N

Integration of Al & Large Language : F
Models (LLMs) like ChatGPT: Automates . ,,
tasks such as grading and offers 4
personalized lesson plans, freeing
teachers to focus on creative, student-
centered instruction.

»
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Dubai Future Academy’s Virtual Redlity Initiatives: Uses VR to
create immersive learning experiences, enabling students to

explore complex subjects—from historical events to scientific
phenomena—in a fully interactive environment.

AT A

Kahoot! Gamified Learning
Platform: Turns learning into a
game through interactive quizzes
and challenges, enhancing
student engagement and making
lessons more dynamic.
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Trend 2

Call for personalized & adaptive
learning

Education has shifted from one-size-fits-all to personalized learning through Al-
powered platforms and adaptive technologies, allowing students to progress at
their own pace and tackle challenges suited to their abilities and interests. This
approach enhances engagement and academic performance while
accommodating diverse learning styles. Additionally, teachers have transitioned to
a more facilitative role, guiding students on how to learn and discover information
effectively.

These examples collectively demonstrate how adaptive learning technologies are
being leveraged to transform education into a more personalized, student-
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m centric experience.
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Trend 3

Hybrid & Blended Learning models
gaining popularity

Hybrid and blended learning models are becoming popular by combining online
and offline education. They offer flexibility, personalized learning, and access to
global resources while maintaining valuable in-person teacher interaction. This
approach results in customized learning paths, enhanced engagement, expanded
educational access, and cost efficiencies. These models are being applied across
K-12 and higher education, providing flexible and globally connected learning
experiences.

GEMS Education is a prominent (\ :
private education provider in the
' Middle East, utilizing hybrid
learning models that combine in-
person instruction with online

l resources to create flexible
learning paths for various student
SMARTST. needs.
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- W  yniversity of Wollongong in Dubai
~ . (uowb) exemplifies hybrid higher
3“ education by combining online lectures
with face-to-face seminars and
practical labs. This model not only
. provides academic flexibility but also
nﬂ leverages global resources while
retaining local engagement.
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- Google Classroom in Regional Schools: Widely adopted
across KSA and UAE, Google Classroom facilitates a
seamless hybrid learning experience. Its platform supports
both synchronous and asynchronous learning, enabling
teachers to integrate digital resources with traditional
classroom activities.
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Trend 4

Shift to Skill-Based and Lifelong
Learning

Schools are adapting to the evolving job market by emphasizing skills beyond
traditional academics, focusing on critical thinking, creativity, problem-
solving, collaboration, and communication.

Learning is now a lifelong process, encouraging individuals to continuously re-

skill for competitiveness. This shift offers schools opportunities to develop new

programs and adult learning initiatives, helping alumni succeed in a changing
— professional landscape.

N pe— s ccoerss LinkedIn Learning is a global platform providing various
ol — = cewmeecusmsn courses on technical and soft skills, including leadership

. Proce:

and communication. It promotes lifelong learning, helping
individuals update their expertise and remain competitive
in the job market. ¢

Saudi Vision 2030 is reforming education to focus on
critical thinking, creativity, problem-solving, and
collaboration. By collaborating with international

institutions and introducing new curricula, Saudi Arabia '
aims to foster continuous re-skilling and lifelong learning
opportunities.

Udacity offers project-based =
nanodegree programs in artificial =
intelligence, data science, and
programming, equipping
professionals and lifelong learners
with skills that meet current
workforce demands.

(T

Dubai Knowledge Park: Serving as a dedicated hub for professional development in
the UAE, Dubai Knowledge Park hosts a variety of institutes and training centers. It

offers courses and certification programs that focus on skill enhancement and re-
skilling, catering to both students and working professionals.

| — [N - — o

S




JANUARY 2025 I SIGHT

Our insight drives your foresight
for GROWTH

Trend b

Early Childhood Education Takes
Center Stage

Recognizing the crucial role of the early years in brain development and future
learning success, countries are prioritizing high-quality Kindergarten programs.
Emphasis on play-based learning, social-emotional development, and fostering a
love for learning are key features of this trend.

By nurturing curiosity and a strong foundation, schools are preparing its young
learners for a lifetime of success. These examples collectively demonstrate the
diverse efforts—from national strategies to innovative pedagogical approaches and

_\\ o .o o . .
— global advocacy—driving a renewed focus on early childhood education in the
MENA region.
=N
= Reggio Emilia-Inspired Early Learning Centers in the UAE focus on
—_ Montessori-based child-led inquiry, creative expression, and collaborative learning,
programs in the UAE  fostering curiosity and a lifelong love for learning from an early
N and KSA focus on . ) age.
- hands-on, self- : ' :
directed learning,
— fostering critical
- social and cognitive
skills in a supportive
3 environment for
e |
—.
g

The KSA Ministry of Education is improving Kindergarten
education in alignment with Saudi Arabia’'s Vision 2030
by focusing on holistic development through play,
creative exploration, and social interaction to build a
strong educational foundation.

-

—

4
The UAE National Early Childhood Education Strategy
9 2030 aims to improve early childhood education
Sl . through collaboration among stakeholders. It
—2X 4 . emphasizes play-based learning, social-emotional
g development, and a nurturing environment, with set
interim targets and a roadmap for growth.

.
r))
D)

EHa ll A A PrEES A



JANUARY 2025 I SIGHT

Our insight drives your foresight
for GROWTH

Trend 6

Nano learning trends to tackle
shrinking attention spans

With the rise of constant streaming of content, focusing on one task has become
challenging, leading to the popularity of nano learning.

This method breaks complex topics into manageable pieces, aiding mastery and
preventing overwhelm. Attention span variations among generations, especially
Millennials and Gen-Z, require engaging visuals and storylines to retain interest.

Consequently, instructors must adapt their teaching strategies to keep students
engaged, showcasing how nano learning addresses the needs of learners amidst

information overload. . . . ,
l TikTok Education: A growing trend on TikTok sees

educators and subject experts creating quick, impactful
educational clips. This format is perfectly suited for
Gen-Z's brief attention spans, turning even complex
topics into engaging, bite-sized lessons.

dApp Microlearning Platform offers
bite-sized, mobile-friendly lessons
with interactive quizzes and
gamification, designed for quick
learning during short breaks, catering
to today's fast-paced learners.

&« Shorts

Y custouen expemence

_'W Duolingo: This language-
— ‘ learning app uses highly
engaging, gamified, and
—.  brief lessons that teach
) ‘ new languages in a fun,
digestible format—perfect

for capturing short

— attention spans while
m‘ keeping learners
motivated.
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Trend 7

Focus on Sustainability and Global
Citizenship

Sustainability and global citizenship are essential in Middle Eastern education,
aligning with national visions for a sustainable future.

Schools and universities incorporate environmental awareness, ethical
leadership, and global responsibility into their curricula through green initiatives
and project-based learning on climate action.

Programs that emphasize cross-cultural understanding and community
engagement are also developing future leaders capable of addressing global
challenges, promoting sustainability and interconnectedness in the region.

The Legacy of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan: A visionary leader in the UAE, he
promoted environmental conservation
and sustainable development.

Masdar

INSTITUTE

=4 “il.uo.;.

LT

. BEER

P————ees

Masdar Institute (UAE), is a pioneering

eco-city designed for sustainability, and

its affiliated institute offers specialized
programs in renewable energy and

\]lﬁ sustainable technologies.

Khalifa University leads sustainability in higher education with
research centers and courses focused on renewable energy, water
management, and environmental technologies. These initiatives
prepare students for global environmental challenges and promote -~
. ethical leadership and innovation in sustainability.

"»
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Eco-Schools Program: An
internationally recognized
environmental education framework
that empowers students to adopt
sustainable practices. Many schools in
the UAE and KSA are integrating the Eco-
Schools model, where students lead
initiatives on waste reduction, energy
conservation, and biodiversity, making
sustainability a core part of school
culture.
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Trend 8

From STEM to STEAM

Educators and parents are recognizing the need for a comprehensive education
that includes both sciences and arts. While traditional curriculums focus on STEM
(science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics), the emerging STEAM
approach integrates the arts, promoting a well-rounded education.

This integration enhances student engagement, creativity, teamwork, and
problem-solving skills. KSA and the broader region are adopting this holistic

:\ ] educational model to cultivate well-rounded innovators and problem-solvers.
— . éii
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Museum of the Future (UAE): More than just an

SDAIA STEAM Workshops and Hackathons (KSA): The exhibition space, this landmark blends art, technology,
w Saudi Data and Artificial Intelligence Authority (SDAIA) ____andinnovation to inspire visitors. Its interactive
— \ organizes events that blend Al and data science with installations and forward-thinking programs serve as a

design thinking and creative storytelling. These dynamic model of STEAM education in practice.

== workshops and hackathons encourage participants to

m\ view technological challenges through an artistic lens,
reinforcing a STEAM mindset.

Ithra, the King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture, features
interactive exhibitions that merge art, technology, and science,
enhancing visitor engagement. It also offers workshops and
educational programs for students and professionals in digital
arts and engineering. By promoting innovation and creativity,
Ithra supports Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 and fosters connections
between sciences and arts to inspire future generations.
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Mind-the-Gap
Here is a snapshot of the generational mindsets to
help better connect with them...
0 » n " £
V B "
(=
71
GEN ALPHA GEN Z GENY GEN X BABY BOOMERS
(2012 ) (1997 - 2012) (1981-1996) (1965 - 1980) (1946 - 1964)

Personalized,
competency-
based learning
with a focus on
creativity,
adaptability, and
emotional
intelligence.

Immersive
technologies like Al
tutors, AR/VR
experiences, and
smart classrooms
dominate.

Seamless access
to global learning
resources through
apps, online
platforms, and
EdTech tools.

Preparing for
careers in
industries that
don't yet exist, with
a heavy focus on
sustainability and
digital skills.

Al-driven adaptive
learning systems,
virtual classrooms,
and advanced
STEM education
are the norm.

Student-centered
learning,
emphasizing
innovation, critical
thinking, and
entrepreneurship.

Technology-
driven classrooms
with interactive
whiteboards,
virtual reality, and
hybrid learning
models.

Ubiquity of mobile
devices and
platforms like
YouTube,
Coursera, and
Khan Academy for

Beyond traditional
careers, education
is seen as a tool
for personal
growth and social
impact.

Extensive use of Al,
gamified learning,
and personalized
education
platforms.

EDUCATION STYLE

Greater focus on
collaborative
learning, creativity,
and soft skills.

Integration of digital
tools, internet
research, and
multimedia
resources.

ACCESS

The internet
revolutionized

means for self-
development and
career
advancement in a
globalized
economy.

TECHNOLOGY

Widespread use of
laptops, online
courses, and
educational apps
became common.

Shift towards
critical thinking
and problem-
solving skills,
though still
teacher-centered.

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

Introduction of
personal computing
and audiovisual aids
in classrooms.

Expanded access
to resources like

access to early computer

information, labs and

enabling global educational

connectivity and e- television.
PURPOSE OF EDUCATION

Viewed as a Career

preparation
shifted toward
corporate and
technical roles,
with a growing
emphasis on
hiaher ediication

Early adopters of
personal
computers and
calculators in
learning.

Predominantly
traditional, with a
focus on rote
memorization,
discipline, and
standardized
curriculums.

Chalkboards,
textbooks, and
teacher-centric
classrooms were
the norm.

Limited to physical
resources like
libraries and
encyclopedias.

Seen as a
pathway to secure
stable jobs, often
in industrial or
administrative
roles.

Minimal to no
integration;
typewriters and
overhead
projectors were
the most
advanced tools.
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Our pre-recruited ahead-of-the-curve panel for quick, cost-
efficient research needs, offering a window into live data.
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COMMUNITIES
Designed to build an agile system to conduct research while
keeping the customer at the heart of the business.

Enables clients to make consumer relevant decisions by

testing on the go.

i sigutl-iv

CONSUMER CONNECTS
4SiGHT's solution to curate and build a customized calendar
of immersive interviews for client teams to get the pulse of
the consumer.

Available as ad-hoc & annual programs.

For more information, contact info@4sight-global.com
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INSIGHT EXPRESS

Enables swift and efficient innovation testing, minimizing
the risks linked to a comprehensive launch - allowing you
explore, experiment, and fail cheap.

AASMA | CHATBOT

Facilitates interactive conversations with consumers,
streamlining the process of filling consumption/usage y

diaries. Leading to improved efficiency and quality of data ' ,‘
collection. '

SPRINT+

Provides an innovative boost to your iterative process by
making it more AGILE through co-creation workshops,
giving wings to potential ideas/improvements

For more information, contact info@4sight-global.com
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OUR
Calendar

' FEBRUARY . MARCH

' JANUARY

THE FUTURE COMING
OF EDUCATION SOON...

ol

For more information, contact info@4sight-global.com
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